INTRODUCTION.
The more one reviews the literature of the garter snakes of North America, the more one becomes impressed with the necessity of ascertaining the complete range of variation that may be exliibited by each of the well-established species in the genus. To determine this it will be requisite to collect a fair series of specimens from a restricted locality and to record its slightest variations. Similar studies will have to be made of sets from widely separated regions. In order to facilitate the comparison of the data an endeavor should be made to conform to a uniform method of tabulating the figures and presenting the facts.
In the past T. ordinoides has been divided into as many as eight species and subspecies; this alone imphes that the form is subject to considerable variation. What this variation really amounts to can only be appreciated by one who has seen large series from all parts of its range, for it is difficult to believe that the dwarfed and sombrehued examples from the north, with the minimum scale count of 17-15, are 
